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Baddour’s Got TALENT! 

During the month of 
September, the Baddour Center 
held a weekly virtual talent 
competition. “Baddour’s Got 
Talent” started with auditions, 
where any resident could sign 
up to come share his or her 
talent on the big stage. Out of 
the many who auditioned, 20 
were selected to move on to the 
next round: the virtual shows. 
Every Tuesday afternoon in Sep-
tember, we held a talent show 
featuring 5 of our 20 selected 
performers which was lives-
treamed by our Advancement 
department onto Baddour’s 
Facebook. 

While the auditorium held 
no live audience for safety 
reasons, we had many viewers 
tune in to watch the show 
virtually! Viewers had the 
chance to vote for their favorite 
performer, and the winner of 
each preliminary round secured 
a spot in the Grand Finale. Our 

Grand Finale took place the last 
week of September, and our 4 
first-place winners competed 
against one another for the big 
win! Charlotte H. took home 
the finale win with her dance to 
Earth Wind and Fire’s “Boogie 
Wonderland.”

It was a joy to watch all 
of the residents have fun and 
express themselves on the stage. 
The residents are used to having 
their friends and families in 
the audience to cheer them on 
during the talent shows, but 
they showed so much flexibil-
ity in the way they coped with 
the transition to a “virtual” 
show. They were excited by the 
thought of being on Facebook, 
and we reminded them con-
stantly that their friends and 

families were watching them 
on the computer. We even held 
small, socially distant “watch 
parties” in the CL building so 
that residents could come watch 
the livestream in real-time. Bad-
dour’s Got Talent was a huge 
success and brought an exciting 
energy to campus for the whole 
month. 

Residents showcase their talents for all of Facebook to watch and vote!

BGT Finale winners are (clockwise 
from left): Charlotte, first place; 
Kenn, second place; Kyle, third 

place; Jan, fourth place
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Executive Director
Message from the

Dear Friends, 

I considered a year ago 
the many ways we could 
cleverly wrap the year 2020 
into our communications, 
taking full advantage of 

the play on words “20-20” offers.  Above 
all, 2020 was obviously going to be year for 
clear vision and sharp(er) focus.  

We were wrapping up last December 
a new strategic planning exercise with our 
board and staff.  We launched six months 
prior to that our “Building the Best Life” 
comprehensive campaign.  And, if those en-
deavors aren’t big enough, we broke ground 
last October on two new homes and started 
full renovations in two others.  Our vision 
seemed clear and focused.

In early March, everything changed.  
The pandemic presented new and unique 
challenges for which we, honestly, could 
never be prepared.  We initially faced the 
threat of Covid-19 and later the presence of 
it.  In short, we made it through our first 
test with incredible results, largely thanks to 
the optimism and resiliency of the residents 
we serve and our dedicated employees.  Toss 
in the support, patience, and prayers from 
residents’ families and you, and we truly 
witnessed a blessing rise from the chaos.  

While we are certainly not out of the 

chaos, we are now differently clear and 
focused.  It’s ironic how such an unan-
ticipated and volatile situation causes, or 
requires, an organization and those individ-
uals within it to become laser-focused.  As 
a friend and former Baddour board chair 
often reminds me, “We must [always] keep 
the main thing the main thing.”  When 
distracted and threatened, we poured our 
attention into what’s important; and, at 
Baddour Center, that’s easy…keeping the 
residents safe, healthy, and happy.  

The coolest part was the last responsi-
bility – happy.  Our team typically excels at 
this.  Why should this have been different, 
and who would have thought?  Happy, at a 
distance.  Happy, with a mask.  Happy, con-
fined, or “quarantined,” on campus.  Hap-
py, unable to go home for Easter, Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day, and summer vacation? 
(OK, not so happy about that!)  Again, we 
can’t say enough about the residents and 
their resiliency.  

Moving forward, we’re picking up 
those major endeavors.  Of course, we must 
soon re-prioritize our strategic goals and 
objectives.  We continue building.  It never 
stopped, only slowed.  And, our campaign 
fundraising, not to mention our resident 
recruitment, will receive a welcome booster 
shot once we open and show everyone these 
beautiful new and newly-renovated homes.  

The Baddour Center’s Music Therapy 
Internship program is back in full swing after a 
2-year transitional period. In order to become a 
board-certified music therapist, one has to com-
plete a full-time, six-month internship in addi-
tion to the educational requirements. Baddour’s 
Performing and Creative Arts department has 
hosted many interns over the years under the 
supervision of the staff Music Therapist, and in 
late July we welcomed a new intern!

 Krystal Hill-Keys is receiving her degree from 
Mississippi University for Women, and she is 
in the final stages of her educational journey 

as she takes on her 
internship. She joined 
us at the end of July 
and will be with us 
through the end of 
December. Krystal has 
fit right into the Bad-
dour family, and the 
residents fell in love 
with her the first week 
she was here! She has been learning, getting to 
the know the residents, and participating in 
expressive arts classes under the supervision of 

Music Therapist Alaina Gresham. Krys-
tal has brought so much fresh, kind, and 
creative energy to the Baddour Center, 
and she has a bright future ahead of her 
as a music therapist. 

We hope to continue welcoming one 
or two music therapy interns per year in 
order to keep the program going. This 
internship program not only provides a 
wonderful learning experience for the 

students, but it also brings exposure to the Bad-
dour Center and helps us create relationships 
with nearby schools.

Hill-Keys joins Baddour as Music Therapy intern

As Senatobia Home nears completion, 
we prepare for an exciting move-in day.

We look forward to sharing pictures of and 
stories from the first residents to move.  We 
are also ready to immediately begin work in 
the next cove of three homes.

You should note throughout this news-
letter that we remained focused on resident 
and employee achievement.  We hosted a 
month-long virtual “Baddour’s Got Talent” 
competition, participated in virtual Special 
Olympics competitions, celebrated National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month, 
honored our Direct Support Professionals, 
hosted a virtual Fashion Show featuring 
resident models, and much more.

In all of this, we would not be where 
we are without you.  In this time of Thanks-
giving, we are thankful for you.  Join us in 
giving thanks, in all circumstances.  Let us 
all be joy-filled.  Lastly, please pray for us, for 
wisdom and discernment in the coming days 
and for the new challenges we will together 
face.    
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Longtime friends with Baddour 
connection bring Christmas 
magic to residents

A Christmas tradition of 
supporting The Baddour Center 
was born seven years ago when 
friends Patricia Vermillion, 
Debbie Cox Grath, and Vicki 
Raney had the wonderful idea of 
bringing the magic of Christmas 
to Baddour residents as a gift to 
one another. 

The friends met while work-
ing at The Lamplighter School 
in Dallas and became connected 
to The Baddour Center through 
Patricia’s brother, Tommy, who 
was a Baddour resident for nearly 
28 years and frequently visited 
his sister and friends. 

About seven years ago, the 
friends decided that in lieu of giv-
ing each other holiday presents, 
they wanted to “do something for 
someone else.” Patricia shared 
that not all of the Baddour 
residents had family to visit or 
someone with whom to celebrate 
holidays. Debbie, Vicki, and Pa-
tricia were fortunate to have each 
other and their large families. It 
was sad to consider that other 
adults their age, like some at 
Baddour, might wake up without 
any gifts and without any special 
family members to enjoy Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day. 

The women decided that they 
wanted to give “the gift of Christ-
mas” to those residents who did 
not have close family members 
to visit and celebrate. With help 

from Baddour, Patricia got names 
of a few residents that she and 
her friends could purchase gifts 
for and had them wrapped and 
ready to be opened on Christ-
mas morning. 

Baddour shared the first 
names of residents and items 
on their Christmas wish list, 
including sizes and favorite 
colors. Shopping for The 
Baddour Center became 
an annual event to find the 
perfect gifts that could be sent 
to Senatobia. 

“At our age, it’s always 
hard to think of the perfect gift 
for young and old friends,” said 
Vicki. “We did not anticipate the 
overwhelming feeling of love that 
giving to The Baddour Center 
residents would bring to their 
lives. The Baddour tradition is 
now the friends’ tradition, one 
that will endure for years to 
come.”

The Christmas tradition has 
become even more meaningful 
this year. This spring, Tommy 
passed away after struggling with 
an illness over the winter. Patricia 
stayed by his side throughout all 
of it, and now the friends have 
decided to continue their annual 
tradition and gifts to Baddour 
residents who do not have family 
with whom to celebrate Christ-
mas in Tommy’s honor. 

“All of her friends loved 

Tommy and enjoyed hearing 
‘Tommy stories’,” said Vicki. 

The friends are current-
ly planning a Zoom party 
in early December when they 
will shop online, enjoy dinner 
together, and pick out presents. 
Sadly, because of the pandemic, 
they won’t get to watch a movie 
together (usually the annual view-
ing of “Love Actually”) or have 
a sleepover this year, but they  
look forward to resuming those 
in 2021. Nothing will stand in 
the way of giving to the Baddour 
Center for these friends!

Debbie, Vicki and Patricia 
love this project because it was 
fun and full of laughter. They 
never take their friendship for 
granted and enjoy every moment 
they can be together. Being 

thankful for what they have, for 
each other, and deep gratitude 
for their families are woven 
throughout the fabric of their 
lives. 

“We knew that the project 
helped Baddour residents, that 
it brought them happiness, and 
made their lives better. Little did 
we know that giving gifts to Bad-
dour was the best gifts we would 
ever receive or give.”

Cassie Smith graciously accepts a $2,000 grant from The 
Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi. 

The Baddour Center received $2,000 thanks to the generosity of the FEED fund granted by 
Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi and matched by the Maddox Foundation. 
The focus of these grants is to provide education and nutritional needs related to COVID-19. 
Our gift was a portion of $25,000 distributed that week and an overall total of $449,844 in 
19 weeks. You can find out more information at their website: www.cfnm.org. 

Clockwise from top: L-R, Vicki, 
Patricia, and Debbie visiting; Patri-
cia, John, and Tommy at Baddour’s 

30th Anniversary Gala; L-R, 
Patricia Vicki, and Debbie. 

Baddour Center receives $2,000
 grant from CFNWMS
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Virtual Fashion Show & Online Auction brings 
“Big City Dreams” to Baddour residents

Organizers of The Baddour Center’s 
Fashion Show and Auction are thrilled to 
announce the success of the 41st annual 
event and first ever virtual fashion show 
and online auction. The in-person event 
was cancelled due to safety precautions in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We are overwhelmed by the success of 
the virtual show and online auction,” said 
Mary Dade Ford, Community Engage-
ment Advocate. “By hosting the fashion 
show and auction virtually, viewers were 
able to support The Baddour Center safe-
ly from the comfort of their own home. 
The resident models’ personalities truly 
shined through, and viewers were able to 
share the joy they felt by being part of the 
fashion show.” 

This year’s event, themed “Big City 
Dreams”, raised approximately $68,000 
to directly benefit The Baddour Center. 
The virtual fashion show featured ten 

residents modeling the latest stylings 
from area boutiques, as well as a perfor-
mance from Hearts in Motion, Baddour’s 
creative movement team, along with an 
online auction to help generate funds to 
support the residents of The Baddour 
Center.

Baddour residents Daren, Michael, 
Payson, Forrest, Carrie, Erin, Camille, 
Karen, and Anne Marie exclusively 
modeled for the virtual event, which was 
pre-recorded in Buckman Auditorium. 
Models showed off beautiful ensembles 
from featured fashion retailers Soco Bou-
tique of Hernando, Miss; Frugal Frocks of 
Senatobia, Miss.; Blossoms of Batesville, 
Miss., and The Co-Op of Batesville, Miss. 

Baddour’s resident dance group, Hearts 
in Motion, also made a long-awaited 
comeback for the virtual Fashion Show. 
HIM members include Jordan, Gay, 
Shannon, Spencer, and Joey, and they 

performed a New York-themed sequence 
for the show.

Event sponsors included Presenting 
Sponsors FedEx; Couture Sponsor Amer-
ican Snuff Company; Cashmere Sponsor 
Lipscomb and Pitts Insurance; and Satin 
Sponsor Lakewood Dental.           

The ladies of Southern Comforts Hair 
& Nail Salon, located in Senatobia, 
graciously provided hair and makeup as-
sistance to Baddour residents who walked 
in the show. Local businesses also showed 
their support by donating items for the 
event’s silent auction.

The Baddour Center’s mission is to 
provide a model residential community 
for adults with intellectual disabilities and 
autism in an environment that promotes 
maximum growth intellectually, spiritu-
ally, physically, socially, emotionally, and 
vocationally.

Payson (left) models his outfit from The Co--Op of Batesville; Hearts In Motion (center) perform to “New York, New York; Erin (right) poses for the virtual crowd.

Right: Resident 
Models take a bow 
after filming the 

virtual fashion show.

Left: Carrie poses with 
a rack of clothes from 

local boutiques. 
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DSPs & Vocational 
Supervisors Honored

Baddour Employees Reach Milestone Anniversaries
Among the many work 

anniversaries that Baddour 
Center will celebrate this 
year, there are four employ-
ees who have collectively 
served residents at Baddour 
Center for 120 years.  

Armer Ramsey is a 
Direct Support Professional, 
celebrating 25 years of ser-
vice.  Shannon Adams, Man-
ager of Fitness and Special 
Olympics Coach, and Grace 

Barlow, Residential Ser-
vices Office Manager, both 
achieved 30 years of service.  
Kristi Webb, the Director 
of Vocational Services, has 
served that division for 35 
years.  

We are so proud of 
these long-time employees 
and thankful for what each 
contributes to the residents 
and their families and the 
Center! 

The Baddour Center rolled out the red 
carpet on September 14-18 in honor of its 
Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) and 
National DSP Week.  

The DSPs are a cornerstone piece of 
our service chain and likely the indi-
viduals most dedicated to providing an 
environment that allows each resident to 
reach his or her maximum potential.

A number of persons collaborated to 
make this week a memorable one, as this 
was a very unique year for the DSPs.  This 
incredible group of heroes kept our homes 
afloat during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
providing continuous and excellent care 
in some of the most unusual and scary 
times.  

The week’s festivities included a break-
fast, a catered lunch, a coffee bar, several 

gifts, and a neatly-framed keepsake from 
Tricia Melvin, Baddour’s Chief Operating 
Officer.

The Center again rolled out the red 
carpet on October 19-23.  This time, 
we recognized and honored everyone 
in the Vocational Services Division, in 
particular the supervisors whom help 
ensure that every completed job meets 
the customers’ unique specifications.  

We celebrated this week by hosting 
a S’mores reception, a lunch, and a 
breakfast.  All of this was tied to Octo-
ber’s National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month, which you can learn 
more about elsewhere in this newsletter.  
These amazing and skilled persons are 
also central in the article about retaining 
our contracts through the pandemic.   

Kristi Webb - 
35 Years

Shannon Adams -
30 Years

Grace Barlow -
30 Years

Armer Ramsey -
25 Years
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Allow us to introduce you to The Baddour Center’s 
very own Book Club!  The group meets every Wednes-
day afternoon in the Library at the Community Life 
Building. Club members are currently reading The One 
and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate.  Their meetings 
include learning new glossary words and reading one 
chapter aloud.  Everyone in the class has the opportu-
nity to read as much as they want.  Participants then 
discuss what the chapter was about and how it made 
them feel.   

Community Life’s Manager of Recreation and 
Campus Life Ashley Still says, “Book Club is definitely 
making an impact on these ladies’ lives, and I am happy 
to be a part of it!”

One of the reasons for founding the Book Club was 
for residents, like Jordan, who want to work on reading 
skills.  Jordan joined the Book Club last year, and her 
reading skills have improved tremendously.  Jordan 
shared with Ashley on numerous occasions, “I never 
knew it was so much fun to read.”  Jordan and the 
group started reading their first book Superfudge by 
Judy Blume in the fall of 2019.

 

“It was a funny one,” shared Still.  “There were a 
lot of smiles and laughter during this book. Residents 
often say the best part about Book Club is friendship, 
and I believe this to be true.”

Baddour Book Club 
continues with second book

ESPN has nothing on the residents of Baddour Center when it 
comes to NFL and College Football... Meet our very own stars of Bad-
dour GameDay, brought to you by Lipscomb and Pitts Insurance!

On Saturdays this fall, viewers on The Baddour Center’s Facebook 
page were able to watch Andy, Jimmy, Victor, and Lecy make their expert 
picks on all things football in the vein of ESPN’s hit show, College 
GameDay. Guest pickers included Lee, Margaret, Kathleen, and Michael. 

Our sports aficianados studied up on each weekly matchup, and 
brought viewers lots of smiles and laughs! 

Residents make their picks on Baddour GameDay!

Our Book club group is reading Superfudge by Judy Blume.
  Jane, Wesley, Laura Beth, Jordan and Barrett show off their book for the 

Baddour Center’s Book Club. 

While Ashley Still holds Shadow the Library Cat, Katie, Barrett, Laura 
Beth, Margaret, Judy, and Jan show off their new book for The Baddour 

Center’s Book Club. 
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Prime Manufacturing hires Baddour 
resident, a “Model Employee”

Two years ago, Baddour resident 
Deb expressed that she was ready 
for a job in the community. In her 
spare time, she attended Vocare 
classes to help with job readiness. 
In those classes she learned how 
to interview for a job, fill out a job 
application, and research job open-
ings. 

In February of 2020, a job open-
ing came across the desk of Magda 
Todd, Manger of Resident Em-
ployment. The job opening was for 
an Office Clerk position at Prime 

Manufacturing Services. Prime is a 
local company out of Independence, 
Miss. that specializes in manufactur-
ing iron work. Kim and Clay Hart-
zog own the company and are huge 
supporters of The Baddour Center. 

It only took a few days for Deb 
to change Kim and Clay’s way of 
thinking when it came to people 
with disabilities in the workforce. 
Kim called Magda after the second 
day and said, “Deb is one of the best 
employees we have. She is teaching 
us a thing or two.” Kim was blown 

away by Deb’s strong work ethic 
and how she always wanted to have 
something to do and stay busy. 

If you speak with Kim or Clay 
Hartzog, they would tell you that 
Deb is an asset to their company. 

“She makes me want to be a bet-
ter worker,” said Kim.

If you are a local business own-
er and are interested in hiring a 
Baddour Center resident to work 
for your company, contact Magda 
Todd at (662) 366-6906 or mtodd@
baddour.org. 

Baddour celebrates National Disability Employment in October
Did you know that one in five Americans 

is affected by a disability?  People with dis-
abilities make up 18.7% of the working age 
population, yet almost 70% of those persons 
are unemployed. 

This October marked the 75th obser-
vance of National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month (NDEAM).  Persons 
across the country celebrate NDEAM every 
October, with a range of activities centered 
around people with disabilities in the work-
force and those interested in obtaining a job.  

Baddour Center celebrates employment 
every day and is thankful for the meaningful 

employment opportunities residents have.  
This year’s NDEAM theme was “Increasing 
Access and Opportunity.”  Several Baddour 
residents work in the community.  Through-
out October, Baddour Center shined a 
spotlight on disability employment issues 
and celebrated the many and varied contri-
butions of workers with disabilities.  

If you or someone you know would like 
more information, please contact Magda 
Todd, Manager of Resident Employment 
at The Baddour Center.  Phone:  662-366-
6906, or email:  mtodd@baddour.org.   

Deb poses with her Prime Manufacturing work family (left) and demonstrates how to laminate in her office. 
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Trick or Trunk 2020 
a “spooktacular” success! 

A spooktacular time was had by all at the 
annual trunk or treat on campus today. Covid-19 
caused some adjustments, but health safety pre-
cautions were made for the candy handouts.

Everyone donned their costumes of super-
heroes, ghouls and more as Baddour Center 
employees handed out treats from their Hallow-
een-themed trunks to the trick or treaters.

Residential and EBS brought the movies to their trunk! Clinic staff brought a real “thriller” to the residents with their trunk!

From left: The Sanderson Sisters of Advancement brought “hocus pocus” to the event; Ashley and Cassie held a 2020-themed picnic; Viola visits each trunk. 

LeLe and Jane are ready to Trick or Treat! 
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Baddour Residents staying fit through 
Virtual Special Olympics Games

Twenty-one residents proudly represented 
Baddour Center late this summer in 2020 Spe-
cial Olympics competition.  Competitive events 
included basketball drills, bocce, and assorted 
track and field activities.  As it always has, Bad-
dour Center competed against other regions in 
Tennessee.  

In case you’re wondering how we competed 
safely amidst the pandemic, we conducted the ses-

sions individually and in socially-distances small 
groups.  Tennessee’s state Special Olympics office 
organized the competitions and created a system 
so persons with similar skill-levels could compete.  

Baddour residents prepared for these competi-
tions by completing fitness challenges early in the 
summer.  Shannon Adams, Manager of Fitness, 
leads Baddour’s Special Olympics program.      

Gene, Joey, Kyle, and Kathleen compete individually in different events for 2020 Special Olympics competitions.

Delta Regional Foundation makes $15,000 
contribution towards TBC Computers

The Baddour Center recently received a $15,000 gift from the 
Delta Regional Foundation to fund new resident and employee 
computer work stations. This has become a tremendous partner-
ship, as they’ve donated $55,000 in projects since 2017, including 
the Baddour Easy Transport system (“The BET”), the Snoezelen 
Room, industrial vocational fans, and more. 

Pictured with The BET are DRF Board Member Lloyd Clark 
(left) and Executive Director Charlie McGuffee. 

From left: The Sanderson Sisters of Advancement brought “hocus pocus” to the event; Ashley and Cassie held a 2020-themed picnic; Viola visits each trunk. 
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Thanks to our generous sponsors and sup-
porters, the 19th Annual Miracle Drive Golf 
tournament raised $56,000 to benefit the 
residents of The Baddour Center.

40 teams played in the friendly competition 
at Tunica National Golf and Tennis on Au-
gust 14th. This year looked a little bit different 
due to two different flights for social distanc-
ing, but the day was still a success.

A sponsor of the the event, The Delta 
Regional Foundation, has been an advocate 
for the annual golf tournament for years, as 
well as a donor towards numerous campus 
projects.

“Delta Regional Foundation is proud to 
financially support the Baddour Center, as 
well as be a sponsor of the yearly Golf Fund 
Raiser. Baddour Center provides an excellent 
program of services to the challenged adults 
who participate in its programs, and Delta Re-
gional Foundation is pleased to be a contrib-
uting partner in the efforts provided through 
this outstanding facility and ministry,” says 
Charlie McGuffee, Executive Director of the 
Delta Regional Foundation.

The tournament champions of the day were 
Keith Buck, Cole Borek, Martin Bell, and 
Blake Shipp.

Other Award winners included: 
Championship Flight:
2nd place: Dane Chamberlin, Russell Lee, 

Jeff Langston, Lloyd Hood
3rd place: Richie Ayers, Scott Smith, Brad 

Yount, Parke Pepper

1st Flight:
1st Place: Norman Ford, Douglas Ford, 

Dalton Ford, Walker Clayton
2nd Place: Matt Wade, Gene Crain, Clay 

Myers, Tony Rios
3rd Place: Art Lacy, Ethan Lacy, Scott 

Sanko, Chuck Melton

2nd Flight:
1st Place: A.M. Adams, Walter McKellar, 

Coleman Graham, Alan Tidwell
2nd Place: Donnie Cook, DJ Cook, TA 

Wooten, Tim Cook
3rd Place: Shannon Adams, Joey Baier, 

Tommy Buchanan, Marilynne Burnside

Longest Drive: Walker Clayton
Closest to the Pin: Jay Johnson
Putting Contest: Keith Vancil, Evan Fors-

man, Max Boaz, Collin McCrary
 
We would also like to give a huge thank 

you to our sponsors for their support:

Presenting Sponsors: FedEx and Ameri-
can Snuff Company

Hole In One Sponsors: Delta Regional 
Foundation, Guaranty Bank

Eagle Sponsor: Dr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Newman

Birdie Sponsors: Hernando Smiles, 
Barnes Pettey Financial Advisors, Imerys 
Ceramics, Personal Pharmacy Care, Lipscomb 
& Pitts Insurance

Par Sponsors: First Security Bank, Shipp 
Family Eye Care, F. Norman Ford, DMD; 
Dunlap and Kyle; Williams, Pitts, and Beard 

Hole Sponsors: Daul Insurance Agency, 
Inc., Tri-County Farm Services South, Barney 
Beuker, Desoto County Chiropractic

 Thanks you again to everyone for making 
the event a hole-in-one!

19th Annual Miracle Drive Golf 
Tournament raises $56,000 for Baddour 

On June 8th, Vocational Opera-
tions ceased due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Operations reopened one week 
later, but with an interesting twist – no 
resident workforce. Dealing with a week 
of backlogged orders and no produc-
tion would be an unenviable task with 
a full resident workforce. To tackle it 
without them seemed insurmountable. 
The sole purpose of the Vocational 
corporate customer base is to provide 

employment opportunities and jobs; 
however, the corporate customer’s 
perspective is quite different. Their 
sole relational purpose is to receive the 
product or service we agreed to provide, 
pandemic or not; workforce or not. 

True to form, TBC staff formu-
lated a plan with all divisions pulling 
together to meet corporate customer 
demands. The result of the center-wide 
effort was two-fold – Our customers 

were happy, but most importantly, 
resident jobs were secured. 

Working Without a Workforce -
Teamwork on display during COVID-19

2020 Championship Flight winners Keith Buck, 
Cole Borek, Martin Bell, and Blake Shipp
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Creative Corner

Tommy started at the beginning of this year taking once-
per-week private art classes.  He developed this interest in art 
after attending paint parties, which Community Life offers 
on activity nights.  These classes inspired Tommy to create 
many different projects, including ones he never imagined 
doing.  

With his big smile and new-found confidence, Tommy 
loves showing everyone his keychains, canvas artwork, sew-
ing skills, and, most recently, the quilt he created.  Making 
the quilt on his own was one of Tommy’s long-term goals, 
and we are proud of him for achieving this!

Private art classes inspire Tommy to hone sewing skills 

Baddour Center Mayor pens poem based on platform
Michele, Mayor of the Baddour Center Resident 

Government Association, was recently elected to her first 
term on a platform that centered around a “culture of 
kindness” on campus. 

Following the election, Michele turned to one of her 
favorite pastimes, writing poetry, to put her feelings into 
writing. We are thrilled to share her beautiful poem. 

“Culture of Kindness”
by Michele 

Jesus teaches us to love one another.
That’s how this world should be.

There should be a culture of kindness 
For all the world to see. 

Stand up for one another, be nice.
That’s what we should do.

Turn our hearts and eyes upon Jesus,
He will see us through.

Jessica and Tommy show off his new quilt. 
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2021 SAVE THE DATES!
Dancing For Our Stars

Saturday, Feb. 27th - Landers Center

Miracle Drive Golf Tournament
Friday, May 28th - Tunica National Golf & Tennis

42nd Annual Fashion Show & Auction
Friday, Sept. 24th - The Gin at Nesbit

Follow us online at: 


