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Enrichment Remodel Complete 
Residents return home following freeze damage in February of ‘21

In February of 2021, the 
northwest Mississippi area 
received approximately eight 
inches of snow, and while it 
was beautiful, the freezing 
temperatures were not as love-
ly an experience, particularly 
for The Baddour Center’s 
Buckman Enrichment Home. 

The Enrichment Home is 
licensed through Mississippi’s 
Department of Health and 
must meet certain structural 
and programmatic require-
ments. One of those require-
ments is a sprinkler system 
that froze and subsequently 

burst causing the damage that 
led to significant renovations 
to the home. 

“Residents were immedi-
ately divided into two homes 
that were fortunately vacant 
in preparation for what we 
thought was the next aspect 
of the Building the Best Life 
renovation project,” explained 
Parke Pepper, Executive Direc-
tor. “We anticipated starting 
a cove of three homes as the 
next phase, but this project 
became an immediate need, 
instead of a future project.” 

“As God always does, the 
timing was actually perfect 
because we had the homes 
cleared for residents to move 
out immediately, and they 
and their families were patient 
with us as we made many 
necessary improvements.”

The improvements 
included creating zero entry 
bathrooms, updating the 
kitchen, all new flooring, new 
furniture and more. 

Additional photos of the 
remodeled Enrichment Home 
continue on page 3. 
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Executive Director
Message from the

In Loving Memory
   The Baddour Center would like to express our 
deepest sympathy to the families of three resi-
dents who passed away since our last issue of the 
Everyday Life newsletter.
   Please join us in praying for comfort for their 
families and friends, as well as residents and staff 
of The Baddour Center, as we all mourn their 
loss. 

Pictured from left to right: Jane, Jessica and Craig 

Dear Friends,
Many of you already 

know that The 
Baddour Center is in 
the midst of the Buil-
ding the Best Life com-
prehensive campaign.  

What some might not know is that 
in the absence of a Director of Advan-
cement beginning in the fall of 2020, 
I have been strategically more engaged 
with fundraising aspects of the campaign 
while remaining actively engaged with 
execution of our Master Plan.  

There are certainly times our team and 
me feel the mounting stress of raising 
over $3 million per year to meet plan 
goals and schedules, especially with un-
certainty stemming from the pandemic 
and global unrest, among others.  

Still, I want to share a story, one about 
how every single gift comes with a story 
of personal sacrifice and/or a sweet 
reminder of how God has repeatedly 
provided for Baddour since opening the 
doors in 1978.  

In mid-March, I followed up with a 
contact to whom I sent a Building the Best 
Life brochure and specific supplemental 
materials the donor requested.  

I was sure I misunderstood the donor, 
following a brief yet total phone connec-
tion break-up, when the donor commit-
ted to a first-time gift of $2 million in 

honor of three persons the donor knows 
and respects with connections to The 
Baddour Center and said it would arrive 
by month-end.  

I regrettably stammered in response 
and later uncharacteristically hugged 
Baddour COO Tricia “TP” Melvin and 
danced around her office.  What a tre-
mendous blessing!  

You see God knew March 31st is the 
last day of our fiscal year.  God knows 
the sting and anxiety we were feeling 
about the $4 million scheduled for pro-
jects in the next 12 months, including 
fully renovating Whispering Cove (i.e., 
Burt, Tupelo, and Starkville Homes) and 
entirely rebuilding the former Sturrup 
Building, which fire destroyed in De-
cember.  Again, what a blessing!

The story is, however, not complete.  I 
gripped in my hand that day’s mail from 
the time I spoke with the donor until I 
finally stopped hugging and dancing and 
sat at my desk.  Upon opening, I discove-
red a check for $50,000 from a different 
donor.  We were not expecting it.  The 
donor sent no advance word or signals.  
Incredible!  We can share countless 
praises like these.  Yet, we’re not done…

The story contains one more chapter.  
A co-worker approached me days after 
we received these gifts.  She shared how 
she randomly visited for an hour with an 
elderly man in an area pharmacy.  This 

stranger 
“cornered” 
her and 
learned she 
worked at 
Baddour, 
sharing tender and sad stories from his 
life but also noting that his late wife once 
sang in their church choir and enjoyed 
hearing The Miracles.   

Before they parted ways, the man 
pulled out a $50 bill that he had tucked 
inside his wallet and gave it to her, 
asking her to donate it.  

What generosity and sacrifice and 
HEART in each of these instances!  So 
different yet much the same.  Whether 
Solomon’s splendor or the widow’s mite, 
we can learn such lessons.  

Your participation and spurring our 
momentum to build the best life for 
residents are just as important to us as 
the amount you give.  So, I challenge eve-
ryone who reads this letter to join these 
three persons in making a gift to The 
Baddour Center today.  

Also, we ask you to join us in giving 
thanks, for we have much to be thankful 
for.  Know we give thanks for you too.  

Sincerely,
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Enrichment Home Remodel Complete
continued from front page
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Fall Festival a Hit for 2nd Year in Row
Historically, The Baddour Center 

hosts an annual Homecoming event 
around October. When we had to 
pivot due to the pandemic in 2020, 
our creative staff developed an event 
called the Fall Festival, which was 

not open to families, former resi-
dents, and other visitors like Home-
coming. It was such a hit among 
residents, though, that we hosted it 
two years in a row. 

The Fall Festival featured loads of 

fun, including games, horse-drawn 
carriage rides, music by our very 
own DJ aka Music Therapist Krystal 
Hill-Keys, dancing, a photo booth, 
and select treats from a food truck. 
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Donor Spotlight: The Beckleys
Dr. David Beckley and his wife, Dr. Gemma Beckley, 

recently made a gift to purchase a brand new six-seat, 
weather-enclosed golf cart, lovingly known as “The 
BET”, for Baddour residents to use as their on-campus 
taxi service. This gift was part of the Building The Best Life 
capital campaign. The BET, which is an acronym for 
Baddour Easy Transit, is one of many ways residents get 
to and from work and campus activities and has been 
active since 2017. The BET also provides employment 
for several resident drivers, though we recently realized 
the need for an additional, new cart for our BET system. 

“The BET system has worked successfully and efficient-
ly for us since its inception in 2017,” said Tricia Melvin, 
Chief Operations Officer of The Baddour Center. 
“However, this year we realized we would need another 
new cart to keep the BET going. That’s where Drs. Beck-
ley stepped in and made the gift.”

In addition to the recent gift, Dr. Beckley has served 
on the Baddour Center Board of Trustees since 2019.  
Dr. Beckley has accomplished many things in over fifty 
years in education, retiring as president of Rust College 
in 2020 following a 27-year tenure, making him the 
longest tenured, senior college president in the state of 
Mississippi. He connected with the Baddour Center 

board through different paths, both with his affiliation 
to the United Methodist Church, as well as through his 
wife, Dr. Gemma Beckley’s, background and education 
as a social worker. 

“The Baddour Center does a wonderful job at building 
skills and self-esteem in the people who live there,” said 
Dr. Beckley on the Baddour Center’s mission. “Everyone 
feels at home here, and they have a very full life.”

In his free time, Dr. Beckley is also a motorcycle en-
thusiast, so it only makes sense that they would provide 
Baddour with a much-needed mode of transportation. 
Gifts such as The BET make the lives of the residents 
that much fuller, providing them with quick and easy 
transportation all over campus. 

“I hope that this 
will encourage other 
supporters to contin-
ue to give back The 
Baddour Center,” said 
Dr. David Beckley. 

At right, Dr. David Beckley 
(left) visits with Baddour 

resident Barrett.

The Community Life 
Division was contacted 
by a representative of the 
Arkabutla Physically Chal-
lenged Hunting Association 
(APCHA) with a request to 
make “trophies” for win-
ners of the Biggest Doe and 
Biggest Buck at their annual 
hunt.   

“We see this project as an 
opportunity for residents 
to share their talent in art, 
participate in the broader 
community, and a reminder 
that we all have different 
abilities,” Ashley Still Price, 
Director of Community 

Life, shared. “Residents 
love to help, too, so this is 
a way to conquer all of it 
through painting.”

APCHA is a nonprofit 
organization established 
in 1993 which is open to 
hunters who are quad-
riplegic, paraplegic, or 
ambulatory with the use of 
leg braces or crutches.  It 
recently included all per-
manently disabled veterans.  
The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers at Arkabutla 
Lake Field in Mississippi 
runs the organization.  

Art Sent to Local Hunting Organization
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Christmas Cup Blessings Overflow
To recap the Christmas 2021 season, we can only 

describe it with gratitude in our hearts and the recog-
nition that if blessings were to fill a cup, ours would be 
running over the top. 

“We were approached by multiple groups this year 
to help individuals or groups of residents,” shared 
Ashley Still Price, Director of Community Life. “We are 
just so thankful that out of all the organizations they 
could have helped, they chose to give to residents at 
The Baddour Center.” 

We would like to express our appreciation to the 
following individuals and organizations (in no particu-
lar order) who blessed residents this year: 

• Summer and Patrick McBride, who are mem-
bers of First Baptist Church in Senatobia, gave 
Tommy a brand new bicycle.

• Hernando United Methodist Church gave each 
home a basket with popcorn, candy, hot co-
coa, and a Christmas movie. They also treated 
residents who did not go home-home for the 

holidays to cupcakes and Christmas cards.
• The Nursing Division of Northwest Mississippi 

Community College surprised Lou Lou with 
new clothes, winter weather accessories, color-
ing books and markers, and much more. 

Residents recipricated their love and giving spirit 
with the community, by giving back in their own ways. 

For instance, residents who participate in the Skills 
for Achieving Independent Living (SAIL) program 
collected $100 in donations for the Senatobia - Tate 
County Animal Shelter and made a special “Santa 
Paws” delivery of other collected items, as well as visited 
with the furry friends. 

Additionally, Baddour heARTists painted sweet 
treat foam candies that were used to help decorate 
Santa’s Workshop, a community-wide holiday event 
presented by Senatobia Main Street. 

What a lovely sentiment to think that we not only 
received but also gave during this special time of year!
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Celebrating the New Year and Love
In true Baddour fashion, we celebrated two occasions with fun and dancing! Community Life hosted the New 

Year’s Eve Party and Valentine’s Dance in December and February, respectively. Residents who chose to attend the 
events enjoyed refreshments, photo booths, and music by a DJ. 
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Mary Algee and Melissa Baker Retire

Above: Melissa Baker (center), who always introduced her division as 
the “Fun Department,” had a dream that KISS perfermed at her re-
tirement party the night before the actual event. So, naturally, when 

she spilled the beans, we had to make her dream a reality! 

With a combined service history of 79 years, Mary Algee and Melissa Baker retired since our last publication 
but not before we could send them off with a proper farewell celebration from staff and residents who love them 
dearly. What a blessing to have such attention to detail in the Information Systems Division from Mary for 34 
years and leadership for the “fun Community Life division” from Melissa for 35 years! 

Ashley Still Price, who worked with Melissa 
Baker for many years and is stepping into her 
role as Director of Community Life, shared the 
following letter at Melissa’s retirement party on 
February 23, 2022. 

Melissa, I can’t begin to tell you how much 
you’ve meant to me over the years. You were a men-
tor and a friend. I learned so much watching you 
lead Community Life. You always encouraged us to 
do our best, to believe in ourselves, and to always 
keep the residents’ best interest first. You instilled a 
confidence in me that I wasn’t fully sure existed. I 
always knew I had your support whenever needed, 
and you never wavered.

I asked some of the Community Life staff 
to write down words that described you. Wise, 
Patient, Thoughtful, Encouraging, Professional, 
Graceful, Dedicated, Dependable, Loyal, Kind, 
Caring, FUN, Clever, Considerate, and a Chris-
tian, were just some of the things they said.

We have so many wonderful memories togeth-
er. Community Life is different without you, but 
I assure you, your spirit remains. We love you, 
Melissa.

Mary Algee served The Baddour Center as 
Senior Manager of Information Systems before 
stepping down part-time four years ago where 
she continued her work as part of Information 
Systems. We celebrated Mary with a reception 
where Manager of Information Systems Jerry 
Shackleford shared a few words to honor Mary 
and her work: 

 We are here today to honor Mary Algee for her 
34 years of service to The Baddour Center as she 
officially retires. 

Mary has gone above and beyond during her 34 
years of service to the staff and residents of The 
Center. I personally have had the honor of work-
ing with Mary for 32 of those years. 

Mary is not only a mentor to the staff here but 
also a friend. With her guidance in the Informa-
tion Systems department, the entire Baddour 
Center staff has become a great team. 

Her analytical skills are unequaled; and, while 
they say none of us are irreplaceable, I believe Mary 
comes pretty close to being just that here at Bad-
dour. 

So, let’s celebrate Mary’s 34 years of dedication 
to The Baddour Center. We love you, Mary. 

Above: Mary Algee (front row, 3rd from right) was joined by her 
close-knit and supportive family as The Baddour Center celebrated 
her 34 years of service with a retirement reception in the Buckman 

Activity Center on December 7, 2021.
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On March 21 of each 
year, The Baddour Center 
celebrates World Down 
Syndrome Day to show 
our love and respect for 
all residents and friends of 
Baddour who were born 
with Down syndrome, a 
genetic condition where 
an extra chromosome is 
on the 21st pair of chro-
mosomes. 

To celebrate, we typically 
hang a banner at the Ad-

ministraton Building and 
wear mismatching socks. 

This year, we did those 
things, but we were also 
asked to participate in an 
awareness event led by 
Wiseacre Brewing Compa-
ny of Memphis, Tenn.

They were launching 
Tri21 beer in conjunction 
with the Tri21 Project, 
which is a worldwide, 
open-ended beer collab-
oration created to raise 

awareness for individuals 
with Down syndrome and 
funds for GiGi’s Play-
house. 

The Baddour Center 
and other local organiza-
tions, such as Madonna 
Learning Center and the 
Arc of Northwest Missis-
sippi, had booths to share 
about their organizations.

Residents also had the 
opportunity to showcase 
their skills. 

For instance, The Mir-
acles sang, a Happy Feet 
group performed, and 
multiple residents shared 
their individual singing 
and dancing talents. 

We had a wonderful 
time sharing our mission 
with attendees, and we are 
looking forward to this be-
coming an annual event.

Special thanks to the 
Bartosch family for plug-
ging us into this event!

Wiseacre Brewing Co. Awareness Event

At left, Judy wore a “Down 
Right Awesome” t-shirt that were 
made for the event along with a 
poodle skirt for her dance to “The 
Twist” by Chubby Checker.

At right, Jordan lights the 
crowd up with smiles as she 
dances to “Girl on Fire” by Alicia 
Keyes.

At far right, Michael, wearing  
a sequin glove and jacket, chan-
nels his inner Michael Jackson 
vibe as he shows the crowd how 
to moon walk with enthusiasm to 
the song “Beat It.” 

Above, John shocked the audience with his 
nearly exact choreographed dance to “Everybody” 
by the 1990s boy band Backstreet Boys.

Above, Tracee not only had the 
crowd dancing to “Macarena” 
but also painted a special canvas 
that we presented to Wiseacre to 
say thank you for including us in 
this new and very fun event.

At right, Pat 
represented fellow 
Memphian Elvis 
Presley excellently!

Pat sported a one 
piece jumpsuit cos-
tume, scarf, and jet 
black hair, just like 
the King of Rock 
and Roll did when 
he performed. 

We can confirm 
that this Elvis imper-
sonator heated up 
the cool, breezy day 
and that the ladies 
in the audience were 
swooning to “Burn-
ing Love”!
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Welcome, We’re Glad You’re Here!
Please join us in welcom-

ing two new residents and 
their families to The Baddour 
Center!

An avid photographer 
and craft maker, Rayden (left) 
joins us from Traverse City, 
Michigan.

Originally from Monu-
ment, Colorado, Drew (right) 
stays fit through outdoor 
sports and activities. 

We are so thrilled they 
and their families chose The 
Baddour Center!
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Residents Begin Work on New EPE Job
Baddour Custom Packaging, The Baddour Center’s  

primary resident employer, secured a contract with a 
new company, EPE, which residents began working on 
March 7, 2022. 

Headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, EPE Global is a 
total packaging solution company which focuses on spe-
cialized packaging for products with 
high shipping fragility. 

EPE has 70 locations in twelve 
countries. 

Our business relationship is with 
EPE’s Southaven, Miss., location, 
which some of our management 
team had the opportunity to tour.

“Kristi [Webb], Patric [Rhodes], 
and I got to tour the EPE facility a 
while back and were blown away by 
how many different packing solutions they offered,” 
shared Magda Todd, Manager of Resident Employment. 

“The attention to detail in the making of their 
products was very fascinating,” Todd added. “A safe 
and custom way to transport items has come a long way 
from the Styrofoam peanuts of yesteryears’ packing.”

Baddour residents are assembling partitions for 
a box that is subsequently sold by EPE to outfits like 
DISH and Direct TV. 

“EPE presents another opportunity for residents to 
learn, earn, and grow vocationally. They add diversity to 
our job line up; the partition assembly is unlike any of 
our other projects,” explained Kristi Webb, Director of 
Vocational Services. 

“Once the supply line disruptions are straightened 
out, 10,000 units per week is the 
expectation” Webb said. “It is my 
goal to have extra material on-site 
so there are no ‘down days’ due to 
shipping and receiving schedules.”

With any job at BCP, our prima-
ry goal is resident satisfaction.

“A resident told me the other 
day that he really enjoys working in 
EPE,” shared Todd. 

“This particular resident doesn’t 
always enjoy what he’s doing, so it really made me 
smile knowing that he was happy. I found proof in his 
statement when I noticed his end of the day output 
was extremely high, which proves what we have always 
expressed: if you enjoy your job—you’re going to really 
work hard at it.”

Congratatulations, Vocational residents and staff, 
on the hard work. Welcome, EPE, we are excited to 
work with you! 
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Let the Good Times Roll!

If you have included The Baddour Center in your estate plans, 
we would love to know so that we can include you in the 

Legacy Society list in our upcoming Annual Report!

Contact Kate Douglas at kdouglas@baddour.org or 662-366-6933.

Thank you for planning for residents’ future!

Are You a Legacy Society Member?

Laissez les bons temps 
rouler! 

The Baddour Center 
celebrated Mardi Gras 
in a big way with a car 
parade on campus. Each 
department decked out 
vehicles with the tradition-
al purple, green and gold 

decorations and rolled 
through the streets past 
residents and employees 
in their dancing shoes. 

The parade was held 
on March 1, which was 
Fat Tuesday and the tra-
ditional kick-off of Mardi 
Gras season.
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    The Miracles is an auditioned choir made up of 20 
residents of The Baddour Center. 
    Their ministry is to glorify God, demonstrate the 
abilities of persons with intellectual disabilities, and tell 
the story of The Baddour Center. 
    Residents practice weekly and typically travel on the 
weekends to churches across the Mid-South, but they 
have traveled as far as Colorado for a performance at 
Focus on the Family and Washington, D.C. for a per-
formance at the Capitol. 
    If you are interested in hosting The Miracles at your 
event or church worship service, please contact the 
choir director Amy Twilley at atwilley@baddour.org or 
on her direct office phone line 662-366-6915.

Upcoming Performances
South Louisville Baptist Church

Louisville, Miss. 
May 22, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.

First Baptist Church 
Coldwater, Miss. 

July 10, 2022 at 10:45 a.m.

Hernando United Methodist Chruch 
Hernando, Miss.

September 11, 2022 at 8:45am and 10:55am

Witness The Miracles in Concert
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