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Message from the 

Executive Director

Dear Friends, 
 
I am sure you will read more about it in this newsletter, but Baddour proudly sent in late June three athletes and one 
coach to this year’s Special Olympics National Games in Seattle, Washington.  

My friends Anne and Kyle competed in tennis, while my friend Jeremiah competed in golf. All returned victoriously, 
with medals in hand. All returned with big smiles, talking about what a wonderful trip it was.  

I do not recall writing previously about our Special Olympics program. Many Baddour residents love Special Olym-
pics, as do many participating staff persons and Baddour volunteers. As a fellow sports junkie, I think one reason all 
love it is the competition. The Special Olympics’ famous motto is “Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in 
the attempt.”  
It is easy to surmise that everyone wins, metaphorically speaking, through Special Olympics; however, I assure you that 
Anne, Kyle, and Jeremiah aimed to defeat their competitors (graciously, of course). They trained months for competi-
tion, set goals, and tested themselves.      

For 30 years, “Coach” Shannon Adams has taught, trained, encouraged, inspired, hugged, driven, and played along-
side Baddour’s athletes. She has literally been all over the country – and even to Ireland – with our athletes, watching 
them shine not only as competitors but as people.   

There are many Baddour staff persons who must work odd hours and schedules to keep our programs and services 
flowing efficiently and effectively, and I suspect Shannon’s schedule to be among the oddest. She might supervise 
a Fitness session early one morning and corral three foursomes on the local golf course late that afternoon. Or, she 
might drive a bus during lunch, do some lifeguarding shortly after, and then pile back into a bus and head to Nash-
ville for a weekend of competition. Tennis, golf, swimming, basketball, volleyball, weightlifting, track and field, bocce, 
flag football…they do it all.  

I recently received a letter from a thoughtful parent, who witnessed first-hand Shannon’s contribution to our program 
and, more importantly, to Baddour in general. The parent praised her “coaching,” noting the word itself does not ade-
quately express all that she does.  The parent articulately described her on-the-field coaching, yet distinguished it from 
her even more valuable off-the-field, life coaching.  

Administrative types like me are thrilled to receive letters like this. It makes you proud to be a part of something. It is 
a true blessing to work with Shannon, as well as the many others at Baddour about whom, if I had time and space, I 
could share similar work success and devotion to the awesome people living here.  

It might sound cliché, but Baddour is an incredible collection of people. The people served.  Their wonderful fam-
ilies. The devoted staff persons. And you…friends, partners, volunteers, and donors.  Everyone together makes this 
possible.  How blessed we are, and how thankful we are for you!  

Sincerely,

Parke Pepper, Executive Director
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Event Recap: 
Miracle Drive Golf Tournament

(Clockwise from top left) Residents Jeremiah D., 
Erik N., Sam B., and Julia P.

The 17th Annual Miracle 
Drive Golf Tournament 
was a success, raising just 
over $62,000 to support the 
residents of The Baddour 
Center.

“This was one of our most 
succesful tournaments ever,” 
Jenny Hurt, Community 
Engagement, said. “We had 
a tremendous turnout, and 
I’m always humbled by and 
thankful for the support we 
receive for this event.”

As in years past, this year’s 
tournament was held at Tunica 

National Golf and Tennis. The 
four-person scramble began 
with lunch and ended with 
a barbecue dinner and the 
presentation of awards.

“We had a really fun 
time playing in the golf 
tournament,” Erik N., Baddour 
resident, said. “It was a good 
day.”

As always, we would like to 
thank all of our sponsors 
for their generosity and 
their support, and we look 
forward to another successful 
tournament in 2019!

Event Recap: 
Youth Fishing Rodeo

We were pleased to host our 
10th Annual Youth Fishing 
Rodeo on June 2. It was a hot 
one, but all had a great time.

“It’s so awesome to see how our 
community supports us, and 
we love to see the friendships 
that have formed between 
residents and members of 
the community through 
this event,” Jenny Hurt, 
Community Engagement, said.

Once again, Pride of the Pond 
generously stocked Baddour’s 
front lake with fish in 
preparation for the Rodeo.

In addition to receiving a 
Baddour t-shirt, participants 
were also treated to breakfast 
and lunch, provided by Donnie 
Cook with Imerys Ceramics.

Trophies were given in five 
categories based on fish weight, 
and one was given for overall 
number of fish. 

Residents who attended had 
a great time interacting with 
other participants. “I like the 
Rodeo because I meet new people 
and catch a lot of fish,” Lynn G., 
a Baddour resident, said. Baddour resident Brian Ziskind and his dad Steve 

were excited to reel in an 11--pound catfish.
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Awesome Achievements 
Celebrating residents who have set goals for themselves and knocked them out of the park!

Our primary goal at The Baddour Center is to help residents grow as people and learn the skills they need to 
live as independently as possible. Personal hygiene and cooking are among these skills, and residents across 

campus have been cooking up goodness for themselves and their housemates! 

Dave (left) and Richard recently 
whipped up a delicious spaghetti 

dinner for their housemates. Judy is brand new to cooking, 
but with help from her DSP, she 
was able to put together a tasty 
dinner for her Schneider Cottage 

roomies.

Sam brought some Italian flavor 
to the McCarthy home when he 

dished up a spaghetti dinner.

Grant got his housemates’ 
morning started off right with a 
yummy french toast breakfast. Mark lives in the McCarthy 

apartments, where he frequently 
cooks up tasty meals.

Joey recently served up some 
post-dinner sweetness with a pan 

of peach cobbler.
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Donor Spotlight 

Special Olympics USA Competitors Return Victorious

Rebekah and Lucas 
Salazar, pictured here 

with their daughter Sibyl, 
recently began giving to 
Baddour as part of their 
commitment to tithe to 

their church and charities 
of their choice.

(Left) Jeremiah poses 
for a photo in Seattle 
with his USA Games 

coach, Nathaniel 
“Nate” Hantle.; (Right) 
Anne and Kyle proudly 
show off their medals 

with their coach, Shan-
non. In total, these 

Baddour competitors 
racked up an incredible 

FIVE medals!

We are so proud to recognize residents Jeremiah, Anne, and Kyle after they returned in July from the Special 
Olympics USA Games in Seattle with a whopping five medals! Jeremiah, a talented golfer, was excited to bring 
home a gold medal. Anne, who competed in tennis, brought home the silver in singles and the bronze in doubles. 
Kyle, who also competed in tennis, brought home the bronze medal in singles and the bronze medal in doubles, 
with Anne as his partner. We were also thrilled that Baddour Fitness Manager Shannon Adams was chosen to be a 
coach at this year’s games - a job in which she excels. These residents worked HARD to prepare for this incredible 
opportunity, and we could not be prouder of their commitment, work ethic, and sportsmanship. Go Baddour! 

In November 2017, Lucas and 
Rebekah Salazar made their first 

financial gift to Baddour.

A young couple living in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 

Rebekah and Lucas wanted to 
come up with a way to give back to 
their church and to charities that 
mean something to them. “With 

the charities that we give to, we like to 
have a personal connection or keep it 
local,” Rebekah said. “We want to 

know where our money is going and if 
it’ll make a difference.”

Rebekah, an artist and stay-at-
home mom, is a 2007 graduate of 
Senatobia High School, and was 

familiar with The Baddour Center 
from her time in Mississippi. “I 

took Baddour for granted when I lived 
in Senatobia,” she said. “We moved 

here, and I searched and realized 
there weren’t places like Baddour 

everywhere.”

Each month, they rotate tithing

between their church and several 
charities that are close to their 

hearts. 

We are sincerely                                                                                                                  
grateful for all who choose to 

give to Baddour to support the 
wonderful people who live here, 
and hope our donors know that 
they ARE making a difference!
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Creative Corner

Q&A - Baddour Garden Center
In August, we welcomed new Garden Center Manager Christine Jackson. Get to know her and see 

where the Garden Center is headed in our Q&A session with her.

Q: What’s your background in    
      horticulture?

A: I have my bachelor’s in horticulture 
from Mississippi State, with a concentration 
in floriculture and ornamentals. When I 
was there, I worked in the Trial Gardens 
for two years, as well as the Herbarium 
with Dr. Sidney McDaniel. I also did a six-
month internship in southern Maryland at 
Abby Farms, where I worked with their tree 
nursery on sustainable, organic tree growing. 
For the last two years, I’ve been working 
for BrightView Landcaping as an account 
manager. 

Garden Center Manager Christine Jackson is 
pictured here with the Garden Center’s new 

marketing guru John Freeman.

Q: What plants are almost ready?

A: Mums, pansies, and kale.

Q: What are you enjoying about     
      working with residents?

A: I enjoy their humor. They’re fun to work 
with. You can’t really have a bad day when 
they’re around. They’re always happy to see 
you, and that’s pretty heartwarming. They’re 
hard working too, very much so.

Q: What are your goals for the    
     Garden Center?

A: Definitely to make this place more 
prosperous and make sure that everybody 
who works here is happy. I also want to get 
more activity and involvement going with the 
community.

Q: Any upcoming events for the    
     Garden Center?

A: We will be at the Ranger Bluegrass Festival 
at Northwest Farm in Senatobia on Saturday, 
October 13. 

Q: What’s new at the Garden Center?

A: We have $5 and $10 clearance tables in 
the gift shop right now. We are trying to get 
new merchandise in and out. We’re having 
a clearance sale so we can see what we really 
have in there so that we can turn our focus 
more toward the outside of the Garden 
Center.
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Creative Corner

Jokes from Joe

Why do we tell actors to “break a leg”?

Because every play has a cast

What do you call a fake noodle?

An impasta

What do you call an alligator in a vest?

An investigator

What’s the difference between 
a guitar and a fish?

You can’t tuna fish

Did you hear about the hungry clock?

It went back four seconds

Did you hear about that new broom?

It’s sweeping the nation

Renovation Station
Showing off improvements around campus as we work toward a better Baddour.

Before After

The much-anticipated renovation of Schneider Cottage is complete, and renovations to the 
Manor home are underway! Schneider residents have gotten settled in, and are very much 

enjoying their newly-refurbished home. Baddour residents and staff alike are so excited to see 
the physical changes taking place around campus, and look forward to many more exciting 

improvements!
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Address Service Requested

September 26          October 14
 Arkabutla Corps of Engineers Sardis Nursing Home

 Coldwater, Miss. - 11:30 a.m. Sardis, Miss. - 10:00 a.m

September 30         October 21
 St. Stephen’s UMC                            West Ripley Baptist Church
 Memphis, Tenn. - 10:45 a.m. Ripley, Miss. - 11:00 a.m.

*Tour dates will be added as confirmed. Check our 
website for the most up-to-date schedule of performances.

Worship with SAVE THE DATE
Fashion Show and Auction
Monday, September 24, 2018

Homecoming/Family Weekend
October 26-28, 2018

Dancing for Our Stars
March 9, 2019


