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Family Weekend Returns
Residents’ Families invited to 2022 Baddour Carnival

For the first time since 2019, 
The Baddour Center was thrilled 
to host Family Weekend, a 
long-standing tradition where 
residents spend time with their 
families showing them around 
campus, enjoying activities togeth-
er, and making memories. 

“There is always such excite-
ment around Family Weekend,” 
said Ashley Still Price, Baddour’s 
Director of Community Life. 
“Campus has beautiful fall colors, 
and it’s so much fun visiting with 
everyone and enjoying the dance 
and other events.” 

Leading up to Family Week-
end, residents and staff shared in 
themed dress up days for Spirit 
Week, including 1980s Manic 
Monday, Tie Dye Tuesday, Wild 

West Wednesday, and Pajama 
Day Thursday.

On Friday, the Board of 
Trustees met and shared lunch 
with the women of New Albany 
Home. Afterward, everyone was 
encouraged to attend the mid-day 
Pep Rally, where Northwest 
Mississippi Community College’s 
Pep Band energized the crowd.

That afternoon, guest speaker 
Richard Courtney presented 
on ABLE accounts, and the 
Advancement Team hosted tours 
of the new and renovated homes.  

Wearing new Carnival t-shirts, 
residents and guests danced the 
evening away under the Big Top 
(gymnasium transformed into a 
Carnival celebration) while the 
Disc Jockey kept the music play-

ing, including quite a few resident 
requests. Michael and Barrett 
were crowned the new King and 
Queen, too. 

On Saturday, families returned 
to campus for the Carnival, 
which included games, face paint-
ing, and a balloon artist.

Additionally, talent show win-
ners opened the stage for Hearts 
in Motion, Baddour’s creative 
movement group that performed 
to “This Is Me” from The Greatest 
Showman movie. 

Energy zapped after dancing to 
an Elvis impersonator, residents 
and guests enjoyed lunch from 
the StaMars Food Truck. 

“We had a blast and are so 
thankful for everyone who 
attended,” Price shared.
Additional photos on pages 6 - 7
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Executive Director
Message from the

In Loving Memory
   The Baddour Center would like to 
express our deepest sympathy to the 
families of two residents, Lynn (left) 
and Kenny, who passed away since 
our last issue of the Everyday Life 
newsletter.
   Please join us in praying for com-
fort for their families and friends, 
as well as residents and staff of The 
Baddour Center, as we all mourn 
their loss.

Dear Friends,
It’s hard to believe 

we are nearing the 
close of another year 
and the start of a new 
one. 

As we race to the fi-
nish line, trying to squeeze in all the things 
we need to complete this year while setting 
goals for the upcoming year, I want to re-
mind you (and us) to pause and remember 
the reason for the holiday season – Jesus.

Every Christmas season, I share with em-
ployees a series of Bible verses, which I call 
“The Greatest Story Ever Told.”  I encou-
rage each of you to refresh your memory by 
reading the following verses:  The Prophecy 
(Isaiah 7:14 and 9:6), The Birth of Jesus 
Foretold (Luke 1:26-38), and The Birth of 
Jesus (Luke 2:6-20).

So many things happened at The 
Baddour Center in 2022 for which we are 
grateful, including the arrival of two new 
residents; the start of renovations in Whis-
pering Cove, which includes Burt, Stark-

ville, and Tupelo Homes; and the return 
of resident programming that temporarily 
halted during the pandemic.

This year also marked the return of many 
wonderful volunteers to campus.  Among 
many things, some helped residents prepare 
for Special Olympics games, others filled 
and hid eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt, and 
many engaged corporately through United 
Way’s Day of Caring or FedEx Cares Day.  
Our very own Board of Trustees, always ge-
nerous with their time, talent, and treasure, 
also returned to campus. 

We again experienced incredible donor 
generosity, ranging from an anonymous gift 
exceeding $1 million to a recurring mon-
thly $1 or $5 gift from a former resident, 
who [like clockwork] asks us to use his 
sweet donation “to support his friends and 
Baddour’s ministry.”  Receiving such kind-
ness and generosity is a humbling feeling.  
Both of these are so valuable to what we do!

We couldn’t do all that we do without 
our employees, for whom we are thankful 
every day of the year.  Their collective com-

mitment and heart are incredible. 
Our logo’s intention is clear:  residents 

are the heart of our mission.  They and 
their families choose where they live.  
So, we are mighty thankful they choose 
Baddour Center – whether they are new to 
TBC or have lived here all 44 years. 

Did we mention how thankful we are that 
The Baddour Center celebrates its 44th 
Anniversary on December 8th?  What a 
blessing to have such an incredible, lasting 
community and ministry!

Our greatest thanks, of course, goes 
to our Heavenly Savior.  His provisions 
over this organization and its people since 
inception cannot be denied.  We see how 
He moves mountains for us throughout the 
year.  So, it is with humble hearts that we 
celebrate Jesus this season – and always. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
everyone.  May you experience the Prince of 
Peace this year like you never have before! 

Sincerely,

Scan here to make a gift in 2022
To receive credit for the 2022 tax year: All online gifts must be made by 11:59 PM CST and all checks 

must be postmarked on or before December 31, 2022. 
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Fishing Event Returns, Renamed
The Baddour Center put a slight spin on their annual 

Youth Fishing Rodeo and instead opened their lake to 
youth and families from 7:30am to 2:30pm on Saturday, 
April 30, 2022. 

“After two years of slim to no events, we were so excited 
to be able to reopen campus for the community to catch 
and carry fish at their leisure,” explained Kate Douglas, 
Donor Administrator for The Baddour Center. “We 
weren’t sure if people would feel comfortable gathering, 
so we didn’t want the competition aspect to add pressure 
to the day, which turned out beautifully.

“We were so pleased with the turn out,” Ford said. “We 
had more than 100 families come out to support The 
Baddour Center, and we are especially thankful because 
we had the opportunity to name the event after a long-
time Baddour resident.”

A native of the greater Memphis area, Brian Ziskind 
has lived at The Baddour Center for over eleven years, 
and the fishing rodeo has always been one of his favorite 
events. He encourages campus visitors to attend it, and 
he enjoys helping staff plan the event. His family comes 
to fish with him each year, and they showed up again this 
year for a very special celebration.

In a private lunchtime ceremony for residents, Baddour 
staff presented Brian with a trophy and announced that 
the event would be known as the Brian Ziskind Youth 
and Family Fishing Day from now on. 

“We know how important this event is to Brian, so it 
was really special for us to share this moment with him 
and his family after a tough few years,” shared Ford, who 
added that the crowd cheered while Brian held up his 
trophy triumphantly following the announcement. “We 
hope the community enjoyed the event and will join us 
again next year.”

Special thanks to Imerys Ceramics who provided lunch 
for residents. 

Brian Ziskind (front row, second from right) is surrounded by 
his friends, family and Case Manager at the private luncheon 

following the Youth Fishing Rodeo where Baddour staff revealed 
that the event would be named after him. 

Plugging in with Local Police
The Baddour Center is pleased to share that Baddour 

residents are enjoying budding relationships with the 
local Senatobia Police Department. 

Local officers scheduled an afternoon to visit with 
residents, allowing them to try on police gear, hold 
equipment, and educate them about what it means to be 
a police officer. 

Additionally, Baddour residents had the pleasure of 
painting 22 ceiling tiles, as well as original canvas wall 
art for the renovated building that will serve as the new 
police station. 

What a blessing to have police officers who care about 
their community and desire to know residents on an 
individual basis!
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Miracle Drive, Hawks Golf Awards
Parke Pepper, Executive Direc-

tor, announced resident Tommy B. 
as the 2022 recipient of the John 
Hawks Memorial Special Olympics 
Golf Award on May 27, 2022, at Tu-
nica National Golf Course during 
the annual 21st Miracle Drive Golf 
Tournament awards ceremony.   

Pepper, joined by Shannon 
Adams, Fitness Manager and Coach 
of various sports teams at Baddour, 
praised Tommy for his commitment 
to bettering himself in the game of 
golf.  

Resident Sam B., the 2021 recip-
ient, was on hand to congratulate 
Tommy on his award.  Both men 
received $100 honorariums in mem-
ory of John Hawks, a very special 
volunteer.  

The award was established in 
2021 to honor the many hours of 
volunteer support that John Hawks 
provided to The Baddour Center 
golf team for over a decade prior to 
his death in the summer of 2020.   

Coach Shannon Adams shared 
that Hawks traveled many miles, 
provided many meals, hotel rooms, 
and bought equipment while also 
playing in Special Olympics golf 
matches in Mississippi and the 
entire region.  

Supporting The Baddour Center 
came easily to John and his wife, 
Patsy, a long-time Baddour Center 
employee, and family (son Robert, 
daughters Pam, Penny and April).  

Hawks’ son Robert is employed 
in The Baddour Center’s vocational 

program and drives The Center’s 
BET (Baddour Easy Transport) 
around the expansive campus.  

Congratulations, Tommy, on 
winning the 2022 John Hawks 
Memorial Special Olympics Golf 
Award!  

Tommy (left) and Sam share a smile after being 
awarded the John Hawks Memorial Special 

Olympics Golf Award. 

Above: The American Snuff Company team tied for first place in the 
first flight at Baddour’s 21st annual Miracle Drive Golf Tournament, 

a four-person team scramble. Below: Baddour resident Jeremiah (L to R) 
paired with Coach Shannon Adams, volunteer Marilyn Burnside, and 

fellow resident Sam to win third place in the second flight.

Above: The Dr. Norman Ford team tied for first place in the first flight 
out of a total of 31 teams at the annual fundraiser, which included a 

Chick-fil-A biscuit breakfast and lunch from Corky’s BBQ. 
Below: Erik (2nd from left) and Mark (far right) paired with volunteers 

Perry Poe and Patsy Hawks, winning first place in the second flight. 
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Lightshine Talent Series
Over the course of August and September, residents 

participated in the annual Lightshine Talent Show 
Series, which is named for Matthew 5:16 that encour-
ages us all to “let your light shine before men, that they 
might see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.”

In addition to the Skills for Achieving Independent 

Living (SAIL) and Enrichment Show, there were four 
preliminary rounds that led to bragging rights at the 
Grand Finale Talent Show. 

A total of 42 residents participated in the full series.

Additionally, we were thrilled to have eight depart-
ments participate in the Staff Talent Show in May. 

Frank won Best Crowd Response 
for singing “The Only Name Yours 

Will Be” by Big Daddy Weave. 

Dave won Best Dressed/Costume 
with his version of the King of Rock 

& Roll’s “Burnin’ Love.” 

Brittany (L to R) won 4th place singing “Can You Feel the Love Tonight” 
from the Lion King. Lauren’s country twang earned her 3rd place with 
“You Ain’t Woman Enough” by Loretta Lynn.  Kelsey won 1st place 

with the song “Popular” from Wicked, and Mark took 2nd place with his 
rendition of “Don’t Close Your Eyes” by Keith Whitley.

Residential Services took home the Best Audience Response as Baddour 
Busters for dancing to the Ghostbusters theme song. Pictured left to right 

are Jasmyn Alexander, Mary Phelps, Terrica Campbell, Autumn 
Cunningham (seated), and Veronica James. 

Mary Dade Ford and Cassie 
Shearon won Best Costume for 

Dolly Parton and Kenny Rogers, lip 
syncing to “Islands in the Stream.”

Nep Castillo, who works part-time 
with The Miracles, won the Most 
Unique Act award for his mime 

performance. 

Van Gogh Art Experience Visited
In May, a small group of residents, including Carrie 

(left) and Jon (right), went to “Beyond Van Gogh: The 
Immersive Experience” at the Graceland Exhibition 
Center in Memphis, Tenn.

The experience included hundreds of the famous 
artist’s works brought to life through digital, 3-dimen-
sional ways, such as petals falling from trees, blinking 
eyes, moving water, and more. 
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2022 Family Weekend: Carnival
Continued from Front Cover
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Family Weekend Continued

FedEx Group Tours, Donates
The Baddour Center 

welcomed the DA Market-
ing group for FedEx Cares 
Day on November 11.  

The group of 15 toured 
campus, observed residents 
working, walked through 
a renovated home, and 
worked on a Thanksgiv-
ing craft one-on-one with 
residents. 

Additionally, they bless-
ed us with “purple bags,” 

which were full of personal 
hygiene items and house-
hold cleaning products, in-
cluding razors and shaving 
cream, soap, toilet paper, 
and more. 

These gifted items en-
able residents with limited 
funds to choose where to 
spend their money on fun 
recreation options, instead 
of personal care needs. 
Thank you, FedEx!

Spirit Week included themed costume days leading up to Family Weekend
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Haunts and Treats for Halloween
October brought 

haunted hallways and a 
mid-day trunk or treat at 
The Baddour Center. 

On October 26, judges 
Stephanie Cunningham 
and Melissa Vancil select-
ed Administration as the 
most haunted hallway, and 
Community Life and Vo-

cational took second and 
third places, respectively. 
Winners received a bucket 
of candy.

Halloween day brought 
more treats than haunts at 
the trunk or treat activity.

Administration dressed 
as festive holiday witches, 
and the Advancement 

team of four ladies were 
the Golden Girls. 

The Clinic brought the 
local Tobie Movie Theater 
to life, and Community 
Life’s blow-up dinosaurs 
were quite a sight at their 
Jurassic Park. 

Residential Services 
channeled Charlie Brown’s 

energy for the Great 
Pumpkin, and Vocational 
celebrated the 1980s in 
style. 

Best of all, residents ex-
pressed themselves through 
costumes and had a blast 
- not to mention collected 
treats of movie popcorn 
and candy!

Thanks to Day of Caring Volunteers
Thank you to the men 

and women of Atmos En-
ergy and Internal Revenue 
Service who volunteered 
on Friday, September 16 
in support of the United 
Way of the Mid-South’s 
annual Day of Caring by 
power washing houses, 
removing a pole, building 
picnic tables, painting, 
and more.
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On the first weekend 
of October, twenty-two 
residents and nine staff 
members headed to the 
Gulf Coast!

Thanks to the McRae 
Foundation, The Baddour 
Center is able to send 
residents on an all-expense 
paid vacation for four days 
and three nights. 

This year, they ventured 
to Pensacola, Florida, 
where they dipped their 

toes in the sand, shopped 
on the Boardwalk, ate 
dinner with a gulf view, 
and more!

We are so grateful for 
the McRae Foundation’s 
continued commitment 
to this incentive program, 
which recognizes residents 
who earn stars for being 
active in all areas of cam-
pus life. 

Congrats to Star Trip 
award winners!

Star Winners Awarded Beach Vacation

Employee Giving Jumps to 88%
The Advancement Team would like to give a big 

round of applause to employees of The Baddour Center 
for their participation and enthusiasm in the 2022 
Employees Care campaign. 

The campaign kicked off with employees wearing 
their favorite team’s jerseys. For ten days, employee 
teams competed in various games and contests that 
included hula-hooping, trivia, throwback bingo, and a 
scavenger hunt. The final event was a fashion show of 
each team’s decorated t-shirt in the Family Weekend 
theme: Baddour Carnival.

Employees were divided into five teams: Vocational, 
Support Services, Residential Services, Community 
Life, and the Clinic. Each team earned points based 
on winning the games and/or participation, as well as 
attending the campaign meeting, turning in forms, and 
making the choice to give. 

  The Community Life department took home first 
place as the overall winner. Support Services and Voca-
tional rounded out the top three.

“This is the first time we’ve been able to host the cam-
paign since 2019,” explained Mary Dade Ford, Manager 
of Donor Relations. “So many employees, like me, are 
new since the last campaign, and it’s really exciting to 
see the overall excitement and commitment to residents 
through this internal fundraiser.”

We are thrilled to announce that employee giving 
increased from 38% to 88%. Employees committed to 
giving almost $20,000 through payroll deduction over 
the next year!

2022 Fall Newsletter.indd   92022 Fall Newsletter.indd   9 12/2/2022   9:37:41 AM12/2/2022   9:37:41 AM



10   EVERYDAY LIFE DECEMBER 2022

Green Thumbs Still in Action
In August, The Baddour Center 

indefinitely closed its Garden Cen-
ter.

Resident families and customers 
from the Senatobia-Tate County and 
surrounding communities have been 
loyal over the years, so we commu-
nicated via the Garden Center’s 
Facebook page and the local newspa-
per, Tate Record, because we wanted 
everyone to hear directly from us 
and in a timely manner so that they 
could make plans to shop at other 
local businesses for their fall and 
holiday season plant needs.

 Baddour has not determined the 
Garden Center’s long-term future.

We recognize our ability to sus-
tainably compete ‘in the open 
market’ with other, better-resourced 
growers and retailers no longer 
exists, but we are optimistic that we 
can figure out some way to remain 
connected to our faithful friends 
and customers.  

“We are very grateful for custom-

ers’ support and patronage – for 
both the past and present!  Each 
one has helped make Baddour Cen-
ter what it is…a tremendous place, 
where our ministry includes ‘grow-
ing people with plants,’” explained 
Parke Pepper, Baddour’s Executive 
Director. “We might have to adjust 
the end of that tagline but, Lord 
willing, we’ll always remain focused 
on growing people.”

Speaking of people, the twelve 

residents and day clients who were 
employed at Baddour Garden 
Center are now pursuing other job 
opportunities across campus.

We have named the group Green-
scape because part of their passion 
and duties is to oversee the beautifi-
cation of campus grounds, particu-
larly the landscape and flower beds. 

Leading this group is new staff 
member Dan Seever, who celebrates 
his star employees each week. 

In June, residents campaigned to be elected by their 
peers for the Resident Government Association. 

This new group of resident officers will serve a 
two-year term, and they will be the voice of their 
peers, advocating for what they want to see or do 
within the Baddour community. 

Previous RGA officials have hosted a Kiss the 
Pig fundraiser to add a television in the snack 
area of the Community Life Building. 

We look forward to seeing what this group of 
elected officials does during their term!

In addition to John R. being elected Mayor, the 
RGA council includes the following newly elected 
council members: 

• Michele, immediate past Mayor
• Andy
• Katie

• Kathleen
Congrats, everyone, on your new positions!

Bill (L to R) and Kathleen proudly 
sport their star which recognized their 
work ethic and positive attitude. 

Dan Seever (right) poses with 35-year 
Day Client Michael, a former Garden 
Center and now Greenscape employee.  

New Resident Government Elected
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Celebrating Residents’ I Can Attitudes
The Baddour Center once again participated in 

National Disability Employment Awareness Month, 
an annual awareness campaign that takes place each 
October. 

The purpose of National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month (NDEAM) is to educate about dis-
ability employment issues and celebrate the many and 
varied contributions of America’s workers with disabil-
ities. This year’s theme is “Disability: Part of the Equity 
Equation.”

The history of NDEAM traces back to 1945 when 
Congress enacted a law declaring the first week in Oc-
tober each year “National Employ the Physically Hand-
icapped Week.” In 1962, the word “physically” was 
removed to acknowledge the employment needs and 
contributions of individuals with all types of disabili-
ties. In 1988, Congress expanded the week to a month 
and changed the name to National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month.

“Our national recovery from the pandemic cannot 
be completed without the inclusion of all Americans, in 
particular people with disabilities,” said U.S. Secretary 
of Labor Marty Walsh. “Their contributions have his-
torically been vital to our nation’s success and are more 
important today than ever. We must build an economy 
that fully includes the talent and drive of those with 
disabilities.”

Reflecting this year’s theme, throughout the month, 
The Baddour Center will be engaging in a variety of ac-
tivities to educate its employees and the community on 
disability employment issues and its commitment to an 
inclusive work culture. These efforts include a Lunch 
and Learn where residents of The Baddour Center 
share their stories of what having a job means to them, 
a new “I Can” video showcasing vocational talents of 

individuals with disabilities, and social media spotlights 
displaying the abilities of persons with disabilities.

The Baddour Center is proud to be a part of this 
year’s National Disability Employment Awareness 
Month,” said Magda Todd, Manager of Resident Em-
ployment. “We want to spread the important message 
that we value all perspectives, including those of indi-
viduals with disabilities.”

The Baddour Center’s tagline is “Close friends. A 
good job. Home.” which demonstrates that offering vo-
cational opportunities to residents is an essential piece 
of The Baddour Center’s mission, which is to provide 
a residential community for adults with intellectual 
disabilities and autism that promotes maximum growth 
intellectually, spiritually, physically, socially, emotional-
ly, and vocationally. 

Employers and employees in all industries can learn 
more about how to participate in National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month and ways they can 
promote its messages — during October and throughout 
the year — by visiting www.dol.gov/NDEAM or contact-
ing Magda Todd at mtodd@baddour.org.  Learn more 
about The Baddour Center by visiting www.baddour.
org and select the Work page under Baddour Life to see 
more about residents’ vocational opportunities.

Scan this QR code to 
watch a video about residents 
who work around campus, 
and celebrate with us as we 
commend residents for their 
“can do” attitudes at work, 
confidence and pride in a job 
well done, and diligence in 
showing their skills every day. 
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A local partnering agency

626 Baddour Blvd.
P.O. Box 97

Senatobia, MS  38668

Address Service Requested

Follow us online at: 

Dancing for Our Stars pairs local 
celebrities with professional dancers to 
compete and raise money ($1 per vote) in 
our version of the popular television show 
Dancing with the Stars. 

Contestants have ranged from local 
news anchors to doctors to professional 
ballroom dancers. A relatively new fund-
raiser, this popular event has grown each 
year, and we are excited to host it at The 
Orpheum’s Holloran Centre in Memphis, 
Tenn., on February 25, 2023. Of course, 
no Baddour event is complete without 
residents performing, too. 

Preceded by a cocktail hour, this event 
makes a great date night or girls night out!

To sponsor, volunteer, purchase tick-
ets, or vote for dancers, visit our website:                            
www.dancingforourstars.com.

Help us put the FUN in fundraiser!

Correction to a previous publication: We failed to include Mr. and Mrs. Parke Pepper in the Guardian Angels section for the 
2021-2022 fiscal year Annual Report. We are grateful for all donors and apologize for this omission.  
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