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Message from the 

Executive Director
Dear Friends,

What an awesome time of year this is! We are counting our blessings in this season of Thanksgiving; and, before you 
know it, we will be celebrating Christmas. As you can imagine, the holiday season generates much excitement around 
Baddour Center.  

This year, we have even greater reason to be thankful and to celebrate. On December 8, 1978, Baddour Memorial 
Center formally opened and welcomed its first resident. Forty years later, Baddour Center is a thriving, multi-faceted, 
nationally-known service provider where men and women live, learn, work, worship, and play.  

We have faithfully upheld our mission through the years, serving hundreds of persons and their families and making 
an everlasting and positive impact. What a blessing it has been – and, to this day, it is – to significantly touch so many 
persons’ lives.     

As a matter of fact, we still serve that very first resident, Gene, whose eager engagement in the Center’s many activities 
and boyish smile are as evident today as they were then. Though Gene’s physical appearance has aged, his enthusiasm 
and love for Baddour remain “youthful.”  

So, once again, we are thankful for our anniversary. We are thankful, above all, for God’s protection and provision 
throughout these four decades. We are thankful for the many persons, namely the Baddour Family, whose foresight, 
generosity, and hard work many years ago resulted in this wonderful place.  

We are thankful for the many friends, volunteers, donors, partners, and others whom helped mold and shape Baddour 
into the place it is. We are thankful for the many companies nationwide whom work alongside the people we serve, pro-
viding a means of income and self-esteem in return for a quality product and service.  

We are thankful for our local community, Senatobia and Tate County, Mississippi. These folks have claimed us as their 
own, becoming a part and watching us from infancy through maturity. So many local citizens have either worked or 
volunteered here or known someone who has done the same. They have bought flowers here, watched fireworks here, 
played softball or basketball here, cheered on The Miracles, and so on. You get the idea. We cannot emphasize enough 
how thankful we are.  

Through the years, many have visited Baddour Center, seeking to identify our “secret recipe” and hoping to return to 
their respective homes and replicate what they saw. We have long debated whether this is ultimately in our best interest, 
usually choosing to help, show, and share rather than not. After all, we want to see all persons with disabilities support-
ed and served well, whether by us or another. 

You, all the aforementioned parties, are the “secret recipe.” Thank you! God has brought us together in His timing to 
build and sustain this place. What a praise! With that, Baddour Center wishes you and yours a wonderful holiday sea-
son and a Merry Christmas. Praise God from Whom all blessings flow!  

Sincerely,

Parke Pepper, Executive Director
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Event Recap: 
Homecoming/Family Weekend 

(Left) Residents Jan, Cindy, Susan, 
and Viola got some girl time in during 

the Friday night dance, where a DJ  
kept the crowd moving all night.

(Right) Joey, a resident, stepped into 
Ed Sullivan’s shoes in order to 

play the famous host in 
The Wonder Players’ production of

“The Really Big Show.”   

(Left) Baddour staff member Scout 
Moore and resident Rachael take 

advantage of photo props provided at 
the Saturday night dance.

(Right) Baddour resident Erik Nelson 
chauffeured residents and parents 

around campus as part of a tour to 
show off newly renovated areas.

(Left) Baddour 
Crusader cheerleaders 
pose for a picture with 
Northwest Mississippi 
Community College 
cheerleaders (and the 
school’s mascot), who 

performed at the 
Homecoming pep rally.

(Above) Baddour staff member Jeremy Moore serves this 
year’s Homecoming Queen, Judy, with a tasty Coke float 

from Baddour’s Diner.
(Left) Residents pass around offering plates during the 
Sunday morning service that wrapped up the weekend. 
As in years past, Piper Stephen J. Sanders brought his 

bagpipe talents to the service. The Miracles also performed, 
while Baddour parent Randall Tracy delivered a powerful 

message to those in attendance.
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Awesome Achievements 
Celebrating residents who have worked hard to reach personal goals!

As part of his Person Centered Planning (PCP) 
goals, Joey took part in a computer class with 

Database Administrator Brittany Rodgers. We’re 
thrilled that residents are taking advantage of the 

technology that we provide on campus!

Al also participated in a computer 
class with Brittany, learning basic 

computer skills such as how to send 
and check emails and how to transfer 

photos from his camera to a computer.  

Spencer graduated to transitional living,  
moving from Cleveland House to New 

Albany House. This means that Spencer 
has demonstrated an increased level of 

independent living skills. 
We are so proud of his progress!

As part of his PCP goals, Drew completed the Gateway 
to the Delta 5K in November. Drew is a natural athlete, 

and he works hard to stay in shape. Drew also moved from 
New Albany House to the apartments, demonstrating 

excellent independent living skills!
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Planting Shade Trees
By: Robert Paine, Board of Trustees member and resident family member

“A man has made at least a start 
on discovering the meaning of 
human life when he plants shade 
trees under which he knows full 
well he will never sit.”

- D. Elton Trueblood, The Life We 
Prize (1951)

We all sit underneath shade trees 
planted by those who have gone 
before us. At the same time, we 
are the seeds of the future for 
those who succeed us. We dream, 
envision and set things in motion 
knowing that the fruits of our 
labor and sacrifices will be fully 
known only to others who come 
after us.  

Often, the difficult choice is not 
where to plant our trees but how. 
For those who want to plant a 
tree at The Baddour Center, one 
way to do so is through planned 
giving. Simply put, planned 
giving is the process of making 
a gift during life or at death as 
a part of your overall financial 
or estate plan. Planned giving 
is not reserved only for the 
wealthy. Anyone, regardless of net 
worth, can use planned giving to 
establish a charitable legacy at The 
Baddour Center.

Planned gifts are either outright 
gifts (i.e., gifts of stocks, bonds, 
life insurance, real property and 
personal property) or deferred 
gifts (i.e., bequests under a last 
will and testament or revocable 
living trust, a charitable trust, 

charitable gift annuity, or pooled 
income fund).

 A Bequest in your Last 
Will and Testament

Perhaps the easiest and most 
common way of making a 
planned gift is through a bequest 
in your Last Will and Testament.  
A bequest in your Last Will 
and Testament can be a specific 
amount of money, a percentage of 
your estate, a specific asset (e.g., 
stocks, bonds, mutual funds, real 
property, or retirement assets), 
or a charitable trust created by 
the terms of your Last Will and 
Testament.

Gifts of Real Estate, Appreciated 
Property, and Tangible Personal 

Property

Gifts of appreciated real estate or 
securities to The Baddour Center 
allow you to avoid capital gains 
taxes. If gifting appreciated real 
estate or securities, it is important 
to transfer the real estate or 
securities to The Baddour Center 
before selling it. If the real estate 
or securities have decreased in 
value, you should sell the assets 
before making the gift, thereby 
establishing a capital loss and a 
potential tax deduction.

Gifts of tangible personal 
property, such as automobiles and 
works of art, may also be given to 
The Baddour Center.

Gifts of Life Insurance and 
Retirement Accounts

Life Insurance is another way 
to make a lasting impact on 
The Baddour Center. You can 
purchase a new policy and make 
The Baddour Center the owner 
and beneficiary of the policy. 
This enables you to “leverage” 
your gift, ultimately making a 
much larger gift than otherwise 
possible. Contributions to The 
Baddour Center to pay the 
ongoing premiums become tax 
deductible. You can make The 
Baddour Center the owner and 
beneficiary of an existing policy. 
The current value of the policy 
is tax deductible, as are future 
premium payments. You can make 
The Baddour Center a contingent 
beneficiary of an existing policy 
or name the Baddour Center to 
receive the proceeds of the policy 
if the designated beneficiaries 
predecease the insured. 

Gifting retirement accounts is 
also a method of supporting The 
Baddour Center. The remainder 
value of many retirement accounts 
can be heavily taxed when left to 
individuals but pass tax-free to 
The Baddour Center upon your 
death. 

Life Income Gifts

Life income gifts provide income 
to you or your designated 
beneficiary for life in exchange for 

Paine
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Creative Corner
your gift. The most common types 
of life income gifts are a charitable 
gift annuity, a charitable remainder 
trust, a charitable lead trust, and a 
pooled income fund.

In a Pooled Income Fund, a gift of 
money is pooled with other gifts 
and invested in a professionally 
managed investment portfolio. You, 
as the donor, receive an immediate 
federal income tax deduction and 
you or your designated beneficiary 
receive guaranteed income for 
life. The amount of the income 
depends on the rate of return on 
the fund’s investments. If the gift 
is funded by appreciated securities, 
such as stocks, bonds, or mutual 
funds, then capital gains taxes 
are eliminated. At your death 
or the death of your designated 
beneficiary, the remaining assets 
then pass to The Baddour Center.

The benefits of establishing a 
Charitable Gift Annuity are similar 
to that of a Pooled Income Fund 
except with a Charitable Gift 
Annuity, income is guaranteed at 
a fixed amount for your life or the 
life of your designated beneficiary, a 
portion of the gift is deductible, and 
a portion of the income received is 
tax exempt.

Like a Pooled Income Fund 
and a Charitable Gift Annuity, 
a Charitable Remainder Trust 
provides income for life, an income 
tax deduction, and relief from 
capital gains taxes (if funded with 
appreciated assets). A Charitable 
Remainder Trust can be funded 
with various types of assets, 
including real estate.

A Charitable Lead Trust enables 
you to transfer assets to a trust 

which pays income to The Baddour 
Center for a set period of time. At 
the end of the term, the principal 
and all capital appreciation 
returns to you or your designated 
beneficiaries.

Through planned giving, there are 
many ways to plant your trees at The 
Baddour Center for the benefit of 
generations to come. If you would 
like to start a conversation about 
planting your trees at The Baddour 
Center, please contact our Director 
of Advancement, Jesse Winters, at 
(662) 366-6929.

Ole Miss Relationship a Win

As an audience of Ole Miss 
CME faculty and students, 

FedEx employees, and Royal Cup 
representatives look on, Susan, 
a resident of Baddour, packages 
and seals Royal Cup products 
that will eventually make their 

way on to FedEx flights.

The Baddour Center is 
thrilled at its developing 

relationship with the 
University of Mississippi’s 
Center for Manufacturing 

Excellence (CME).

Residents recently began 
working on a contract for 
Royal Cup Coffee, whose 

products are ultimately used 
on FedEx flights. This new 
job has been the catalyst for 
a budding relationship with 

CME staff and students, who 
are assisting/partnering with 
Baddour to create methods 
and systems for residents 
to most efficiently and 

effectively perform the work 
associated with the Royal 

Cup job.

“When I first learned how 
many parties were involved 

and better understood 
the potential impact of 

this project, I immediately 
thought of the “win-win” 

cliché; however, this project 
is truly a win-win-win-win 
because the University’s 

CME program, Royal Cup 
Coffee, FedEx, and Baddour 

all four greatly benefit,” 
Baddour’s Executive Director 

Parke Pepper said. 

Vocational Director Kristi 
Webb said this relationship 
has put Baddour Custom 
Packaging in position to 

meet production demands 
more quickly with a shorter 

learning curve. For that, 
we are grateful!
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Creative Corner
The Really Big Show

(Left) Joey filled the role he was 
born to play as TV host Ed 

Sullivan.

(Right) Wonder Players members 
Spencer and Caroline put on 
an impressive performance of 

“I Got You Babe” as legendary 
duo Sonny and Cher. 

Directed by Baddour Expressive Arts Therapist Alaina Brommer, resident members of The Wonder 
Players went all out in preparation of their iconic roles in the play based on the long-running  

variety TV show, The Ed Sullivan Show.

(Left) Lecy marches around 
onstage while singing 

the famous Oscar Meyer 
Weiner song during a 

“commercial break.” The 
play brought back famous 

performances from a 
number of musicians, while 

also throwing it back to 
famous old commercials.

(Above) John was “all shook up” during his 
energetic performance as Elvis.

(Left) The Beatles’ John, Paul, Ringo, and George, 
also known as Allen, Susie, Sam, and Bill, put 
on quite a show for the audience, who sang and 

danced along with the actors throughout the 
production.

Vocational Director Kristi 
Webb said this relationship 
has put Baddour Custom 
Packaging in position to 

meet production demands 
more quickly with a shorter 

learning curve. For that, 
we are grateful!



Event Recap: 
39th Annual Fashion Show & Auction

We were thrilled to host 
another successful year of our 

Annual Fashion Show and 
Auction in September, raising 
more than $68,000 to support 
the men and women who live 

at The Baddour Center.

“We’re so thankful that people 
have supported this event and 
Baddour for so many years,” 
Jenny Hurt, Community 

Engagement, said. “The show 
is so much fun, but we couldn’t 

do any of it without our sponsors, 
volunteers, and of course the 

residents who walk in the show and 
those who sing in the choir.”

(From left) Residents Jordan, 
Charlotte, and Margaret pose in 
their fashionable outfits provided 
by Betty Hays Boutique before 

hitting the runway.

Ticket sales, a silent auction, 
and a live auction featuring 

vacation packages to Savannah, 
GA, Chicago, IL, and Panama 

City Beach, FL, helped generate  
funds to provide programs and 
services to Baddour residents.

As in years past, the Fashion 
Show and Auction, presented 

by FedEx, took place at the 
Hilton Memphis and featured 

two performances by The Miracles.

Thank you to all who have attended 
and/or supported this fashion forward 

event over the last 39 years!

Renovation Station
Celebrating improvements around campus as we work toward a better Baddour.

Residents living in the Manor Home were thrilled to see the changes to their updated digs when they moved back in the 
home in October, including fresh paint, more exterior lighting, brand new flooring, and renovated bathrooms that better 
accomodate the physical needs of residents. We are so thankful for the support of Baddour friends and family members as 
we continue to strive to provide the highest quality of life to residents and push toward our goal of a fully updated campus.

AfterBefore
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STAR Trip ‘18: Pigeon Forge
Thanks to the generosity of the McRae Foundation, staff and residents were treated to a fun-filled weekend in 
Pigeon Forge, Tenn. The group enjoyed a packed schedule, including visits to the Titanic Museum, the Tanger 

Mall, Ripley’s Aquarium, The Island, and the Grand Majestic Dinner Theater.
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30 Years and Counting
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Calling All (Holiday) Volunteers!

Kids out of school for Christmas break and need 
something to do? We offer a wide variety of volunteer 
opportunities for both individuals and groups at The 

Baddour Center! Volunteer work looks great on a 
resume, and is such a fulfilling experience for both 
the volunteer and residents who get to spend time 

with them. Interested? Contact Jenny Hurt at 
jhurt@baddour.org or call 662.366.6930.

Need A Gift Idea?

Need a gift for the person who has everything? 
Give the gift that keeps giving year-round and 
donate to The Baddour Center to remember 

or honor someone today! We will gladly mail a 
memorial or honorarium card on your behalf. 

To arrange, please contact Jenny Hurt at 
jhurt@baddour.org or reach her directly by 

calling 662.366.6930.

In January, Lee will celebrate 30 years as a resident of The Baddour Center. No one is more excited about this milestone 
than he is! For months, Lee has been proudly reminding staff members and other residents of his upcoming anniversary. 
This has been truly heartwarming to see for a couple of reasons. First, there’s nothing we want more than to see residents 

happy. It really is that simple. Second, it lets us know that we are doing something right, because Lee clearly sees this special 
place for what it is - a family, a community of peers, and a place where he and other residents can be themselves and be 
supported in reaching their personal goals. Lee is an active person and one of the most easy-going, warm people you will 

ever meet. He is enthusiastic about his job in Food Distribution, as well as his role as a choir member of The Miracles. He 
loves to travel, talk about his family, “ooh” and “ahh” over staff members’ pictures of their children (he LOVES kids!), and is 

genuinely an inspiration to many of us. Happy 30 years, Lee! We’re so happy to call you a member of the family.



Employee Recognition
Celebrating employees who have given their time and talents!
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15 Years

Jill Harris
Resident Resource

Coordinator

Debbie Russell
Clinic LPN

Magda Todd
Resident Employment 

Manager

10 Years

Rhonda Gibson
Resident Finances

Coordinator

Maggie Walton
Direct Support

Professional

Latonya Daniels
Direct Support

Professional

Janet White
Direct Support

Professional

5 Years

Jennifer Bouchillon
Director of Finance

Cristal Ellis
Community Life Aid

Jessica James
Community Life Aid

Catherine Johnson
Direct Support Professional

Jimmie Little
Patient Advocate

John Matlach
Choral Performance 

Manager

Lou Pryor
Director of 

Health Services

Jerrimeka Wooten
Direct Support Professional
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Address Service Requested

January 13              February 3
Calvary Baptist Church  Solid Rock Assembly of God
Batesville, Miss. - 6:00 p.m. Senatobia, Miss. - 6:00 p.m.

January 20         March 12
Ecru/Thaxton UMCs                           First Baptist Church 
Thaxton, Miss. - 10:00 a.m. Counce, Tenn. - 10:30 a.m.

*Tour dates will be added as confirmed. Check our 
website for the most up-to-date schedule of performances.

Worship with SAVE THE DATE
Dancing for Our Stars

March 9, 2019

40th Anniversary Gala
May 4, 2019

Youth Fishing Rodeo
May 11, 2019

Golf Tournament
May 24, 2019


